
HOKOWHITU SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
      Friday the 12th of April 2024 

 
    Important Upcoming Events 2024 

12 April - 3pm Last day of school for Term 1 

From 15 April - New uniform ‘bottoms’ available from Academy Apparel from today (old uniform can 
still be worn until the end of 2025) 

25 April - Public holiday for Anzac Day 

29 April - 8.50am School opens for Term 2 

6 - 10 May - Sign language week 

14 May - 5.30pm Board meeting - in the staffroom 

20 May - School Cross Country (postponement date is 22/5) 

31 May - Teacher only day - SCHOOL IS CLOSED (staff professional development) 

3 June 
 

- King's Birthday celebrated today - SCHOOL IS CLOSED 

Please also look out for kete newsletters - these include specific dates/events for  
that kete. 

 

Term 2 Talent Quest 
A talent quest is going to be held by the Student Council in Term 2. 

Anyone at Hokowhitu School can audition for the show. 
The final will be in front of an audience on Friday 30th. In the first four 
weeks of Term 2 (May 29th - June 24th), the Student Council will hold 

auditions on Fridays at lunchtime. The upcoming school holidays might 
be a great time for participants to plan and practice. Items can include 
but are not limited to singing, gymnastics, magic shows, mime, poetry, 

playing an instrument, drama, and martial arts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A powerful Description of being Autistic by 
this beautiful little Girl  
 
Congratulations to 12-year-old secondary school student Ava who has 
won a national poetry competition with her entry about living with 
autism  
 
You can read her winning ‘Power of Poetry’ entry below: 
 
“Take a seat and sit with me 
I want to talk about ASD 
If you don't mind I'd like to explain 
A little thing called autism and how it affects my brain 
It can make me anxious, angry and afraid 
But this stays in my head, on my face it's not displayed 
I may seem heartless and question your meanings 
But it takes me a little longer to process the feelings 
Take a seat and sit with me I want to show you ASD 
A girl sitting quietly is all you see 
But inside my mind I am far from free 
My thoughts collide, my senses take over 
I become overwhelmed by the smallest sound 
Clicking pens, ticking clocks 
That boy's chair and the way it rocks 
All different smells attacking me 
The perfumes, the coffee, the teacher's tea 
Take a seat and sit with me 
But not too close, I have ASD 
I try to be social, I try to fit in 
I come across rude, I can never win 
I am very literal and straight to the point 
If you want the truth I won't disappoint 
When my brain is overloaded I sometimes lash out 
My control fades, I scream and shout 
I get confused and it all spills out 
Intense emotions all trapped inside 
Finally have nowhere to hide 
Take a seat and sit with me I want to tell you about ASD 
Please understand I am not to blame I've just got an atypical brain  
But it's not all doom and gloom 
I'm often the sportiest girl in the room 
I'm quirky, unique, kind and caring 
I'm loyal, protective and always sharing 
I'm obsessed with frogs and all things green 
I'm the youngest trendsetter you've ever seen 
Take a seat and sit with me 
I am Ava, I am me 
I'm not just my label of ASD.” 

 



UPDATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Kia ora koutou 
Ngā mihi kia koutou 
 

 
FAREWELL AND ARIGATO GOZAIMASU 

Today is Mrs Macdonald’s last day at our kura. After more than 7 years at Hokowhitu School as a Learning 
Coach Tomoko leaves to take up a position at PNGHS next term.  
Tomoko has supported MANY of our ākongo over the years she has been here, and we are very grateful for all 
of her contributions, her passion for learning and her patience. 
We wish you well on the next chapter in your book of life Tomoko. We will miss you. 
 

SAFETY BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 

A further reminder that Hokowhitu Park is NOT part of our school grounds, and we cannot monitor/restrict 
anyone accessing the park. Please do not drop your children off at the park  or arrange an after school pick up 
from there - it simply isn’t safe.  
aPlus are open for care if you are unable to be with your tamariki until 8.30am and/or unavailable again by 
3pm. 
 

Please work with us to ensure our tamariki stay  safe. 
 

DUATHLON 

Congratulations to all the participants in the Years 1 - 3 duathlon that was held here at school earlier in the 
week. The weather was very kind to us and the tamariki had a great time ‘racing’.  
Special thanks go to the many people who were placed in their event. 

 



NORTHERN CLUSTER INTER SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS 
A huge thanks to Ms Salter for her perseverance and determination to see this event reinstated after being in 
recess for a number of years. Thanks to Mr Hawkins for his support, along with Kat Malifa acting as our team 
manager. 
 
Year 6 Boys - 25m Freestyle - 3rd Place - Danie G 
 
Year 5 Girls 25m Breaststroke - 3rd Place - Ruby A 
Year 5 Boys 25m Breaststroke - 2nd Place - William C 
Year 6 Girls 25m Breaststroke - 1st Place - Hannah P 
Year 6 Boys 25m Breaststroke - 2nd Place - Viktor D 
 
Year 6 Boys 25m Backstroke - 1st Place - Titus Y 
 
Year 5 Girls 25m Butterfly - 2nd Place - Bailey C 
Year 5 Boys 25m Butterfly - 1st Place - William C 
Year 6 Boys 25m Butterfly - 2nd Place - Titus Y 
 
Year 5 Girls 50m Freestyle - 1st Place - Bailey C 
Year 5 Boys 50m Freestyle - 3rd Place - Mason M 
Year 6 Girls 50m Freestyle - 2nd Place - Hannah P 
Year 6 Boys 50m Freestyle - 2nd Place - Viktor D 
 
Year 5/6 Boys Medley Relay (3 x 25m) - 1st Place 
Year 5/6 Girls 4 x 25m Freestyle Relay - 3rd Place 
 
SCHOOL PLACING OVERALL - 3rd Place of all the Year 5/6 schools entered. This is a fantastic result. 
 
 
 
As written by Hannah P 
“On the 10th of April 2024 a group of year five 
and six students travelled to Freyberg aquatic 
centre to compete in the Northern Cluster 
swimming sports. It was made up of year five, 
six, seven and eight children. Everybody swam 
hard and Hokowhitu school managed to place 
third in the primary school category”. 
 

 



CRICKET 
On Wednesday, four teams of Hokowhitu students headed to Ongley park for the Smash Yard Cricket Festival. 
In beautiful weather, each team played 3 games of cricket in the Dual Pitch format. There was impressive 
batting, great bowling, enthusiastic fielding, and energetic wicket keeping! Our students were great 
ambassadors for our school; enthusiastic, supportive, and positive. Big thanks go to our fantastic parent 
helpers: Amy Westergaard, Dan Batley and Chip Latter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CENTENARY TEA TOWELS 

We have a limited number of tea towels left from last week’s very successful centenary celebrations. If you 
would like to purchase a tea towel as a memory of your child attending our school when it turned 100 years old, 
they are $10.00 each. Purchase from the office by cash or eftpos next term - just while stocks last. 
 
In closing I’d like to wish everyone a refreshing, safe and happy term break. We look forward to seeing everyone 
‘bouncing in’ at 8.30am on Monday 29th April. 

 

Ngā mihi nui 
Lin Dixon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YUMMY STICKER COLLECTION 
Collect the Yummy cut-out labels from bags (each cut-out label is worth 10 stickers) 
and individual Yummy apple stickers for our school’s share of the $200,000 free 
sports gear prize pool. Yummy apples are available from New World, PAK’nSAVE 
and participating Four Square stores. We get bonus stickers for Ambrosia, Sweet 
Tango and Lemonade apples. The more you collect, the more sports gear we get so 
get going and start collecting your Yummy cut-out labels and stickers now! 
 
Sticker sheets are available from our school office or from your child's kete. 
 
We will be collecting stickers until the 22nd of October 
Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to Term 2 sports starting the first week back of school!  
Remember you are playing for and representing Hokowhitu School at ALL times while at the Courts/Turf.  
Think of those STRIVE values at all times. 
Play Hard, Play Fair, Listen to your Coaches/Managers and most of all… HAVE FUN!! 
 
If you DO NOT have a sports uniform yet, please register for one on the Kindo App.  
If you have any questions regarding sport, please email Jen Bates office@hokowhitu.school.nz or Carlee Hodge 
c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz  
 
NETBALL 
This week was the Hokowhitu Defenders last netball game. They played so well, there were so many goals 
scored that we lost count.  
Last week's players of the day were Anna and Joslyn.  
I couldn't be prouder of your progress from our first game until now. All of your skills have improved 
immensely. I hope I see you all next netball season! Ms Tayler!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@hokowhitu.school.nz
mailto:c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz


UNIFORM  
If you are looking at getting the new uniform, it will be available from Academy Apparel from the first week of 
the school holidays. Reminder that it is ONLY the skort, shorts and long pants that are being updated (not the 
tops, or jerseys). This is also NOT COMPULSORY to update yet. The current uniform can be worn up until 2026.  
If you have any questions please contact our school office -  office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://hokowhituschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/office_hokowhitu_school_nz/Documents/Documents/Newsletter/Term%201%202021/Term%203%202021/office@hokowhitu.school.nz


Achievement Awards 

 
 
Te Kete Wakahuia                                                            
Mason - For being confident on his bike.  
Ivory - For attempting the duathlon with some confidence. 
Aaryan - For attempting the duathlon with some confidence.  
Tilly - For being brave and cutting the centenary cake.  
Indy - For independently writing her name. 
Sia - For being a kind friend and using her initiative. Kā pai!  
Sam - For working well in his maths workshops. Kā pai! 
Jacob - For trying hard in writing.  
Neave - For working hard in literacy workshops.  
Sebastian - For fantastic writing. Tino pai.  
 
Te Kete Pounamu 
Vivaan - Welcome back to Hokowhitu School and into TKP!  
Hikurangi - For a great term in TKP - Ka rawe  
Cara - For having a positive attitude to all learning.  
Georgina - Thank you for being an enthusiastic participant in TKP - all the very best at your new school! 
 
Te Kete Manawa  
Thank you Te Kete Manawa for a great Term 1. It has been wonderful getting to know you all and your whānau. 
It has been a crazy busy term and you have all stepped up! Have a great break and see you all in two weeks. 
 
Te Kete Aronui 
Amelia, Henry, Imogen B, Jade, Mila L, Senura - Fantastic work in literacy and a real effort to complete task 
cards.  
Rohan, Sam M, Skye - For clever maths thinking in team activities.  
We wish all of Te Kete Aronui a fabulous holiday, thank you for working hard this term! 
 
Te Kete Tangaroa 
Penelope - Using her initiative and being an excellent leader.  
Hawaiki - For great sentence work.  
Molly SK - For making sure kete have the correct compost bins.  
Will - For helping younger students at Hokowhitu School at the duathlon.  
Jacob - For writing great sentences with homophones.  
Juha - For justifying his thinking in maths.  
Fin - Showing sportsmanship during multisport.  
Joey - For adding fractions with different denominators.  
Orla - Excellent use problem solving in Maths. 

 
 
 
 



Community Notices 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


